PROVINCE OF TEXAS
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recently established. The settlers saw
um among the friendly nations, and flee

abandon it, seek asyl
to the old abandoned mission of Nacodoches. There they sub-
i ith no support save that, risky

and intermittent, which the presidio of San Antonio de Bejar
can supply them over the great distance of one hundred and
twenty-five leagues, although they are but fifty leagues from
the post of Natchitoches, attached to the Louisiana govern-
ment, whose infantry garrison is needed for its own defense.® _
§ 16. The above presidio of Bejar and the Villa of San Fer-
nando, capital of the province, are built, in spite of their long
establishment, with huts and little wooden houses which 2
wind and rain storm largely destroyed last year. They have
neither walls nor stockade to protect them from the attacks of
the Indians.
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T17. In the five contiguous missions is a small number of In-
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dians taken in force from the coast of tlll'e Colony of News,
tander. Consequently they contribute little to the ¢ clens, nf.
the province and some frequent annoyzz?ce by FUnning . 0
to the homelands where they were born. 3

q18. Finally, it is not possible for the presidial Companjes .
Beiar and La Bahia to attend to so many urgent anq disty
matters. If they were in a perfect condition, they woy i%
without doubt respected by the enemy. The consequenceg o
the sly, unpunished hostilities of the Comanche or the open
threat of the Indians of the N orth whenever so inclined, &
those of the Lipan Apache who can subsist only by rob} ery

and those of the vile Carancaguazes.
) 1 19. Such is the sad situation of the province of Texas, Its
~__ governor, Don Domingo Cabello, describes it extensively i,
repeated representations, proposing the extermination of the
_—Lipan and Carancaguazes, and the means of restraining the
Nations of the North by increasing troops in the province of
his command up to the number of five hundred men to be tak-
en from the garrison of Havana and transported in small boats
to the coast of San Bernardo. But although I recognize the
need of the assistance, I advert also to the exact causes and
* considerations which make it difficult now.

11 20. The governor has solicited this aid since the time he was

an infantryman, when he recognized the real dangers to the
[“territory of Texas. In this official report he has assumed the
| responsibilities under which his honor and office place him.

/ fl21. With this object in mind, I put the company of Bejar
upon the footing of one hundred men and that of Bahia on the
footing of sixty-three men, adding thirty-three units to their
old allowance. These the king was pleased to approve. I, with-
out means or powers for a larger increase, was not able to
do more, nor can I do anything else than to advise the gov-
ernor, with the convenience which the great distance from this
cap_ital to the province of Texas permits, of the measures
which I have considered proper to avert the ruin of that terri-

dy

™~ 11 Morfi Viaje, 225-30 descri oy . of
Texas, Chaﬁs, V, VIII-X. escribes these missions, See also Morfi, History
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) As 500D S this chief communicated to me the first news
of the hostility of the Comanche, under flate of July 17,80, I
replied to him on September .23 following. Therein I stated
¢ 1 understood the grave evﬂs. threatening the province and
that the small forces which garrlsonec.i it would not be able to
remedy them; but that,. although I might wish to increase the
staff because of necessity and of my zealous desires, it was
morally impossible. The same urgencies existed in all the pro-
vinces of my command, so that the latter would be ruined if I
should take their garrisons away to aid Texas. Furthermore,
the very recent royal order, commanded me

his Majesty, in. -
shsolutely to minimize the present costs because of the many

and large expenses which the just war with the English was
causing.
23. Convinced that at the time this important matter did
not demand immediate attention, I had itemized in the gen-
eral increase of forces the presidial companies of his com-
mand. T was persuaded that this aid would be sufficient for a
respectable defensive war, if the unfortunate condition of the
troops, their administration, instruction, and discipline were
altered according to the means repeatedly advised so that we
could use them in useful, safe maneuvers and operations, and
as far as possible similar to those of the Indian enemies.

f24. I was convinced that it was necessary to satisfy the
complaints and quiet the unrest of the Nations of the North
by honestly overlooking the injuries lately received, and by
gentle persuasion which they could never attribute to our
weakness, but to our desires of conserving peace for conven-
ience and benefit of the Indians themselves. To achieve these
ends, it appears proper to me that either through the captains
of the militias of the pueblo of Bucareli, Don Antonio Gil

de Santa Rosa, Feb-
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;gfrymgs, 1778; AH.N. Estado, 3883, Croix to Galvez,
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" he should extend it to them at once. On the other h

|

' inform himself carefully of the condition and of th, idea
" these Indians; that he should persuade them of th,

Ybarbo, or the commander of Natchitoches, ¢ by

| 1 : €a
some particular emissary of confidence, some Suitab, hs o

r
should be made to the Taovayaces and Tagaucap, 5, €Seng
the most quarrelsome and warlike; that the emissar :

of

. anqd :
should attempt skillfully to break the alliance of the C Oma]:f

che with the Taovayaces and Taguacanas; that ip the Cage
that these three nations, or the last two, ShOElld embrace Peace
he should proceed at once to make and ratify it under honoy.
able capitulations possible of fulfillment on our part,

{1 25. When the governor received these resolutions, he had
already forestalled them in all respects, having so COmmMis.
sioned Don Nicolas de la Matte, settler of Louisiana, why by
a fortunate coincidence, was in the presidio of Bejar.

11 26. The complete instructions which the governor gave t,
la Matte, as well as the spirit, honor, zeal, efficiency, anq
knowledge of the nations and understanding of some of their
languages which this emissary possesses, promise the best

results.

11 27. He set out from Bejar in November of the year ’80, and
on the last day of February found himself near the pueblos of
the Taguacanas-and Taovayaces. He had with him two faith-
ful and expert interpreters,.citizens of Louisiana, but now es-
tablished in the province of Texas, the customary presents,
and the intention of reaching New Mexico whence he must re-

port to me.

of peace; and if he should find the Comanche recepy;

1128, These are, most excellent sir, the only measures which

can be taken to ward off the desolation of the territories of
Texas, but the funds of gratification of the presidial com-
panies of Bejar and La Bahia cannot support their demand:
the annual presents which the Indians expect, the partlculaf
expenses which they cause when they come to visit t.he gov
ernor, and the incidental ones on the account of the Lipan-
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29, These indispensable presents wi i
Eions of the North lack barter and tradel% %31;;5 ?:l:zz 1{ bti:e Na-
at the expense of the king without his royal Pel'miss(i) ! made
tain that mvolv.es many considerations, and safe ?ato ob-
ceedings. If it must b.e continued by private traders, th war
with the English may impede it.'® Its reéstablishment ;vilfhwar
to be delayed because of the necessary interchange of m ave

rts with the governor of Louisiana and his replies, as)i rde;

not consider it proper that trade sh

settlers Ol the province of Texas. =P
q30. By no means until war is concluded, can anything ad-
vantageous be done to keep the greedy nations of the Indians
of the North content and quiet. I shall always see myself ap-
plying superficial remedies that will only serve to minimize

the hostilities during some seasons, with the risk that the same
remedies may stimulate fickleness, lack of confidence, and

pride of these nations.
131. While they remain quiet, the Lipan will cause no es-

pecial anxiety in the province of Texas. It will not be necessary
to change the governor’s treatment of them; one can control

the attacks of the Carancaguazes.

f32. 1 have not been able to execute the campaign projected
against these Indians, which I annou ced to your Excellency
in letter No. 268, September 27. "1 8@nd in paragraph 9 of.
the secret communication of March 29 of the year following.t>-

The reasons appear in an extensive file of papers in the posses-

sion of the assessor and of which I shall give an account to

your Excellency when it is in condition. I shall do the same

with the proceeding itself. It is relative to all matters touching

hostilities of the Comanche, the perfidy of the Lipan, the un-

rest of the Indians of the North, the propositions and petitions

of Governor Don Domingo Cabello.

13 A GI., Guad., 278, Croix to (}élvez, No. 487, Arils%ea February 23, 1780;

Ibid,, Croix to Galvez, No. 488, Arispe, February 23,
17;; AGI, Guad., 270, Croix to Galvez, No. 268, Chihuahua, September 23,

15 See above, page 11, footnote 10.
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. necessary to maintain peace with the Natj

;f)l:ziablish ba}rtfer and commerce by the sett?::soofftizﬁ:inh
with the permission of the goverr}ment of Texas, to fis.a qu?;na
ity annually for presents and gifts at Sap Antonio de Be'ali.
to support and develop th‘e pueblo of Nuestra Sefiora de] plila;
de Bucareli, anfi to continue the Principle of stirring up the
mutual antagonism between the Nations of the North and the

Lipan.

7 37. But the first is impossible while war with the Ex-xglish ¢
lasts; the second is insufficient; th‘m.
and the fourth is venturesome and can be dangerous tq thé
province itself, and especially to those of Coahuila ang the
Colony of Nuevo Santander.

1138. To free the province of Texas from the attacks of the
Carancaguazes, there is no choice other than that of attacking
by sea and land the small number of this nation and transport-
ing it to an overseas destination. But neither the port of Vera
Cruz nor that of New Orleans can, under the present system,
provide boats and troops, nor should the troops of the pro-

vince of Texas itself give preference to this matter in place of
the more urgent ones in which they ought to engage them-

selves.
f139. All these difficulties are for the present insuperable. A

Consequently there approaches either the risk of abandoning
the province of Texas [or the necessity] of uniting at one or

two points all its forces.
140. T'would be of the opinion that the troop and settlers of
the presidio of La Bahia de Espiritu Santo, the Indians of its |
missions, the garrison of the detachment of Arroyo del Cibolo, |
and the settlers of the new settlement of Bucareli should be
incorporated into the Villa of San Fernando and in the five )
missions of its jurisdiction. -

T41. To convince one of the utility of this opinion it is suf-
ﬁc}'ent to say that the united forces would conserve the do-
Minion of the province and make themselves respected by all
Classes of enemies.

)
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The Villa of San Fernando has Whateyer g
q42.

lishment of a popy] " lrements

desired for the establishme Populoyg ¢y evey

can be & eatity embrace. m.lts suburbs the five opu if

= cituated within atbstrict of gaved leagueg T lent
miss1ons,

' ble of lmpedln a
dians are not capabl ing ap
1 43. rglzixlr:niageous. Fortified, it cpuld resist
:zna?ilct)r? by neighboring foreign colonies.

1 44. Besides the progress which could regy]t Withoyt doupy
from the union of forces, new settlements woyq € erectyg

ith strong and competent colonists drawn from the Capity
g;nally, the dominion of Texas, assu.red of Protectiop, in the:
vast extent of its territory, would merit the name of _PrOVince'
A result of those achievements would be the l'educ%ng of th
numerous nations of barbarous Indians with the pious, pr,.
dent, and gentle means which the royal o.rder of Februé1ry 2
of 79 envisages. The respect of the Indiang for S

.+ S0me estqh.
lishments, well ordered and advantageously §1tuated for gys.
taining themselves, would be much more possible,

f45. Brigadier Don Pedro de Rivera, in paragraphs 41 t, 47
of the third part of his report, or project, which he Presented t,
the viceroy, Marqués de Casafuerte, under date of December

7,°28,"® considered useless the continuance of the Presidio of
La Bahia de Espiritu Santo. Lieutenant Gener
Rubi did not recommend it in

eStablis :
Y feareq

H » ‘Visitador Rivera’s C}l‘(l{,l_l
iSpanic American Historical Review
-3 » Hisp, ,
1y the editor’s poges’ See also Morfy, 77

» Part II, Index, especial-
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PROVINCE OF TEXAS

necessary to subject them and are asked for. The presidio
- not stop the night attacks on the mission of Rosario, es-
catx;llishecriwé‘ﬁort league from the presidio, nor can it in any
@ nner prevent the massacre of those shipwrecked on the
n:;st nor oppose with advantage the attacks of the Indians
cf thé North, nor lend assistance opportunely to the presidio
ﬁf Bejar and Villa of San Fernando, nor extend it to the Col-
ony of New Santander. Finally, the terrain .in which Bahia
and its missions are situated does not provide the best re-
sources for settlement, except the use of water from the river
for irrigating the crops. This work, valued at more than seven
thousand pesos, is made difficult because of lack of funds.

147. Governor Don Domingo Cabello has proposed, and
sought my permission, to withdraw the detachment at the
Arroyo del Cibolo,?® established in the neighborhood of the
road from Bejar to La Bahia, because it does not have com-
petent troops to garrison it, and because the site which it oc-

cupies is as exposed to surprise by the enemies as jt is useless
for settlement.

f48. The wandering population of Bucareli does not serve
Nacodoches according to the well-founded reports of the de-
ceased Lieutenant Colonel Don Athanaze de Méziéres.?! It
will be satisfactory in its original establishment upon the
banks of the Rio de la Trinidad, but it needs support for di-
verting water, which fertilizes the fields, and for defending its
settlers in a spot surrounded by enemies and far from the rest
of the settlements of the province.

1149. All that has been set forth favors my opinion of union
of forces of the tr

00ps and settlers in the Villa of San Fernan-
do and its missions, but at once the following difficulties pre-
sent themselves: if the presidio of La Bahia is abandoned,
who will impede the establishment of foreigners on the coast?

OW can the Indians of the missions of Espiritu Santo and El
0sario be persuaded to leave th

g’ofg”g,‘f Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century, III, note 12; and
21 Bope 0™ 0f Texas, Part 1, 49, 50, 69, 79, 418-20,
olton, Athanaze de M éziéres, 11, 304, 309-10.
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. flee to the rancherias of the Ing;
r‘f’al)}?s';fttl}f: f:c(llians of Rosario_ will among the Ca::ict;f the
l\ort,rhé settlers of Bucareli retired, how shall we Satisfygua‘
z€s. laints of the Indian allies who love ang desire ¢ e neithe
con;i)?d of the Spaniards? They W.ﬂ} avenge this aggl‘avatigh‘
bo(‘:i the communication with Louisiana wi] be closeq & on,
;‘?nally what concept will the barbarous natigpg form
general,and unseasonable abandonment ?

, They wij 4,
attribute it to cowardice and their boldness will increase.

f50. I answer the first: that Bahia de San Bernar, iS g,
* cessible only to small boats since it has hardly, a4 high ; X
fourteen spans of water; the coast is SWampy anq likely ¢,
overflow, if credit is given to th(? iInformation acquired Since
the year 1686 and the reconnaissance made by Brigadiers
Don Pedro de Rivera and Don Diego de Ortiy Paril] 22 But
even if this be not certain, who wil] burden the governor
. Texas with the repetition of reconnaissances and the Mmeasyreg
for detaching competent bodies of troops, who at opportype
times may examine the coast and dislodge foreigners who are

~ attempting to establish themselves on it ?

§,
f the
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thhemmvaﬁmoim&mnaﬁms, however,
break the peace because they consider themselves threatened
b.mm. “mhm 1 m. natmal'arq)h it-
hgjcmtheseﬂluswﬂlsnﬁu,mthcymnydoﬁome
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i o have the settlers, at thej, 0
accomplishes by hlfi pvz,?&;ut draining the royal t"easur‘;n §x~
pense and labor a‘; of troops which I have offereq him, C,Onl:t
with the atslif;?:cckade in the presidio of Bejar anq ViH:

in nearer ando, there to apply themselves to the l'aising .

of San F erI;o S f’or their own support, as Wel! as to proy; g
a,bunde;nt tche%orses of the presidial company, in stab]e jp iy

forage for asons, and in pasture in the springtime in the fielq
and vtv;:t stt. With these ends achieved, it will be Possible ¢, %‘
fleégucte aP;ld train the troops and have them always uniteq angd
;:11 Scondition to oppose any invasions of enemies, patro] the ter.
rain of the frontier, and undertake other more usefy] opera-
tions. Their training may even enable them to prevent the yp.
fortunate deaths, which the Indians cause in small detach.
ments, of troops established far from their posts for the pur-
pose of cutting hay, looking for stampeded horses, or Protect-
ing small groups of settlers, who venture to cross regions of
the greatest danger perhaps without arms and always ignorap;
of their use.28

PROVINCE OF COAHUILA

IQIGHT thousand souls jp eight villas of Spaniards, four
L/ pueblos of Indians, foyr missions, five Presidios, eight

» No. 267, Chihuahya, September 23, 1778. On Caran-
No. 268, see above, page 81, footnote 14. On Rip-
IS, see Morfi, History of Texas, Part

Esu R Vm? Alessio Robles, Francisco.de Urdifiols
Coah il(’ i 1931), (Hereinafter cited: Robles
e flf"l’“latlim is found in A.GL,, Guad,, 267,
i e 1, 1778, Re arding Croix’s meas-
i all:f) C(E';Zfemmg Coahuila Dl'eviougs to l\%arch, 1779, see
ibid,, No' or0' 5% México, Tuly 26, 1777 ibid., No.
s i, Querétaro, Augusy 23,1777+ ibid., No.
c{-o- *-, No. 124, Haciend, de Patos, November
i Gélvel» No. 153, Valle de Santa Rosa,




